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Iverfest 2010 (Family Reunion)
Everyone under my Grandfather Bill 

gathered for a glorious family 
reunion Memorial Day weekend.  What a 

joy to be a part of a covenant 
family!

IVERSON UPDATE
Personal Site: www.fromscarlet.com              Ministry Site www.safenewark.org 

FROM THE HOOD TO DISNEYLAND… WHAT?
This fall Danny Starts classes at Reformed Theological Seminary in Orlando, FL.  We plan on being there for three 
years and coming back to Newark to plant more churches.  We will still be working for Safe Haven…. read on….

What is going on? The Iversons are leaving Newark?
For a season…  Let me explain… A year and a half or so ago, at my sister’s 

wedding, my grandfather, dad, and uncles challenged us to start praying about 

going to seminary, leaving Safe Haven in good hands, and finishing  my Master’s of 

Divinity.   It seemed a bit crazy at the time but as we prayed God gave us a vision of 

the future He has for us in Newark. It involves seeing what He has done at Trinity 

Church being duplicated around the city.  I started praying  hard and looking into 

church planting movements and realized how little church planting  was happening 

in Newark. I realized (and continue to realize)  that I have a passion and gifting  for 

starting things, whether businesses or ministries, and that God wants to use that for 

bringing  forth His Kingdom here.  I see the wisdom of the many mentors in my life 

who are encouraging me to withdraw from this place that is so dear to us, become 

better equipped for long term strategic ministry, and return to Newark with a team, a 

plan, and a deeper passion to see the city redeemed.  July 16th we pack up and 

move, with great sorrow in leaving a community full of people we have come to 

deeply love,  but with great joy and expectation already in what is going  to happen 

when we return in three years.  

The whole family 
visiting Danny’s 
grandparents in 

Virginia

June 2010   
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So Why Orlando? Trust me, it is not 
to see Mickey Mouse. Three main 
reasons helped us make this choice.
1. Reformed Theological Seminary (RTS) is 

considered one of the best seminaries in our 

country teaching scripture from the Reformed 

perspective. My father graduated from an RTS 

campus in Jackson, Mississippi, and my 

brother, Jon, graduated from the Orlando 

campus, where my brother-in-law and other 

friends are currently attending as well.  RTS 

gave us an awesome scholarship, has 

wonderful professors, some who are also 

family friends, and will challenge me 

academical ly l ike I have never been 

challenged before.  

2. Family!  This is a huge reason for choosing 

Orlando.  My sister Sara-Beth, her husband, 

Eric, and their three beautiful girls are there.  

They are hoping to do overseas missions after 

Eric finishes at RTS. This may be our last time 

to spend some time with them before we go 

our separate ways to do Kingdom work.  That 

is very important to us.

3. There will be many opportunities to recruit 

churches, students and businesses to be 

involved in Safe Haven.  As many of you 

know, I like to network, and I love spreading 

the passion God has given me for His glory 

displayed through the redemption happening 

in Newark. I love inviting people to participate 

with God and us in this mission, whether it be 

supporting us from afar, coming on a short 

term team, interning or becoming long term 

ministry partners. There are over 40,000 

college students 3 miles from the seminary, 

lots of great churches, and I have hundreds of 

students at RTS to get to know and dream 

with about future ministry.  It seems like the 

best place to grow a team for the vision God 

has given us.

How will your family be supported?
Well, that is where the faith comes in for us.  I 

will continue to be the executive director for 

Safe Haven, but my focus will switch to more 

fundraising and networking as well as strategic 

planning and leadership development of the 

amazing staff God has raised up.  That being 

said, if you are currently financially supporting 

our ministry, we ask you to kindly continue. If 

you would like to join our support team please 

visit www.safehaven911.com.

Other News
NEW IVERSON BOY
Our 4th child is due Sept. 18th, our 6th year 

anniversary.   We usually like surprises, but since 

we were leaving and wanted our community to 

know what was cooking in the oven…we found 

out ahead of time.  We are naming him Benjamin 

Zion.  This has been the hardest pregnancy yet 

for us, (more for Kimberly) but God has been so 

faithful in getting us through.  People from our 

community and surrounding partner churches 

have really stepped up to bless us.  Last month 

Kimberly had a three week spell where she was 

on bed rest.  My sister Hannah (19) came up to 

nanny and help us.  It was a blessing.  Please 

continue to pray for us as we say our goodbyes, 

move to Orlando, and begin a very different type 

of life than what we are accustomed to.  

Danny’s Book
Last November  I (Danny) started writing a 

book entitled “Spend Yourself.” It is primarily 

stories as well as some deep thoughts about 

how the Gospel is actualized in our lives as we 

radically seek to enter into, engage, and “spend 

ourselves” on redeeming the brokenness of this 

world. Most of it is coming from the perspective 

of serving the poor, broken and marginalized of 

this community, but there are many applications 

and challenges to all to live Christ-centered, 

Gospel powered, radical and faith-filled lives for 

God’s Glory and the joy of others.  I have a good 

chunk of the manuscript done and am hoping to 

begin submitting proposals to publishers this 

summer.  Please pray for focus as I finish it, and 

God’s leading and purpose for it as we seek to 

distribute it to encourage God’s people.  

New Websites
Safe Haven has launched three new websites  

to help people connect with the redemption 

happening in Newark.  Please check them out, 

sign up for the Safe Haven News Letter and join 

the missions network if you like.

Safe Haven Homepage: www.safenewark.org

Donation Page  www.safehaven911.com

A missions blog/social network where I will 

be posting my blog. writings and resources for 

missions.  www.spendyourself.org.  

FAMILY PICS

1.Daniel Iverson IV and V, 
Father and son.  

2.Brother and sister.  
They are best buddies

3. Our Children 
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HOW WILL THE MINISTRY TRANSITION?
By God’s Grace, of course, and with the amazing team he has raised up to carry 
on the work in the community...

MEET THE TEAM
Jonathan Rudd: Assistant Director
Jonathan started working for Safe 
Haven nearly two years ago. With 
Danny moving, he is now stepping 
into a bigger leadership role.  
Please pray for him as he helps 
lead all the hands-on ministry.

Al Santino: Strategy Coach
Al is a community development 
expert who has been one of 
Danny’s mentors for the last few 
years.  He has agreed to come on 
staff with Safe Haven part-time 
to coach and mentor our team in 
this new season.

Kortlyn Shoemaker: Art Director
Kortlyn is an amazing young woman 
who loves Newark kids and teaches 
them how to be creative for God’s 
Glory.  She also just started a 
community garden and is 
empowering the kids here to grow 
healthy food for their families.

Asa Jackson: Program Director
Asa runs our Afterschool program 
and summer camp. He loves the 
kids of Newark and serves them 
from his heart for God’s glory.  
He is a great leader, and all of 
our teen staff love and follow 
him.

David Comeau: Mentorship Director
David has been coming on mission 
trips to Newark all through 
College. Now he is coming on 
staff to direct our mentorship 
program and help our team focus 
on discipling the kids and teens 
of the community.

Jason Bundy: Asst. Program Dir.
Jason works alongside Asa. He is 
an amazing young man from the 
community who has stepped up to 
own the change happening here and 
has a huge heart for holistic 
redemption in all areas of 
community life for God’s Glory.

Nelda Cerynik: Admin Director
Nelda is the backbone and brain 
behind everything. God has gifted 
her with wonderful admin skills 
and she loves using them to bless 
the kids of this community by 
organizing things well for God’s 
glory.

Eric Morgan: Youth Center Intern
Eric just graduated from CNU in 
Virginia and has committed the 
next year of his life to serving 
the teens in Newark.  He was a 
young life leader in college and 
is hoping to use his experience 
to impact urban youth for Christ.

Kathy Pedro: Program Admin
Kathy is Nelda’s protege who runs 
all of the program admin.  She is 
an amazing high school student 
from the community who loves 
Jesus and loves seeing her city 
changed by the power of the 
gospel at work through Safe 
Haven.

Final Thoughts…
As we prepare to transition out of Newark, we can 
not help but feel sorrow.  This has been our home 
for so long and we love our community more than 
we ever imagined possible…  Leaving is going to 
be hard.  We have many nights of weeping; praying 
and asking God if He is sure this is a good idea 
to leave this ministry into which we have poured 
ourselves.  He continues to lead and show us that 
this is the season for us to step away to prepare 
and become better equipped for the future 
ministry in Newark to which He is calling us.  We 
feel a strong burden to church plant in Newark 
after seminary and will be using this time away 
to effectively plan, raise up a team and become 
better trained in taking a city for the Glory of 
God and the joy of all people.  We thank you all 
for your prayers and support and we ask that you 
continue to step up and support this ministry, 
especially in this season of transition. We 
couldn’t have come this far without God leading 
each of you to partner with us in His mission to 
redeem Newark by redeeming the next generation.  
Thank you and we love you. 
For the King and the Kingdom,

The Iversons


